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Joe McKeever, a Pastor in Ridgeland, MS posted  “59  Things Not to Say to a Preach-
er” a couple of years ago on www.churchleaders.com.  I hope these gems are not from his 
personal experience!  I include only some of them here for space reasons.  Enjoy! 

 
“Is what you said true, or was that just preacher talk?” 
“I heard (famous preacher) preach that same sermon on television.  He did it so 

 much batter.” 
“The restroom is out of paper.” 
“I hear Celebration Church baptized 92 people last week.  And Williams Church had 

 a $100,000 offering.” 
“Just because you’re the pastor doesn’t make you always right.” 
“You preach  too long; that’s why people are leaving.” 
“Do you have a real job - or is this all you do?” 
“Well, Preacher, you do this because you get paid.  The rest of us are volunteers and 

 do it for nothing.  We  have a life.” 
“I miss our church when it was just our people.” 
“I used to think you were the best preacher in town.” 
“You just got back from the youth camp, I  hear.  So, how was your vacation?” 
“I see here by the notes in my Bible that’s the third time you've peached that  
sermon.” 
“Are you aware of what your daughter posted on Facebook?” 
 
You’ve probably heard or read this imagined exchange: “I wish I had your job; you 

only have to work one hour each week.” “Well, Olympic sprinters have it even better. 
They only work for 10 seconds every four years!”  Or how about: “A pastor’s wife has to 
put up with everything the pastor puts up with, and she has to put up with the pastor, 
too.” I guess there’s a lot of misconceptions about being a pastor! 
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Why do Lutherans make the sign of the cross? 

Sometimes you may see someone make the sign of the 
cross when they enter the church or during the service 
and thought ”that is so not Lutheran “why are they do-
ing that?  

Our orders for Confession and Forgiveness begin with 
these words "In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit” or “Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + 
one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever.”    In the ELCA hymnal and worship book direc-
tions that are in red italics that accompanies these words 
says: “The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the 
cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minis-
ter begins.” 

As this invocation is made, an increasing number of Lu-
therans trace the sign of the cross over their bodies from 
forehead to lower chest, then from shoulder to shoulder 
and back to the heart; and others trace a small cross on 
their foreheads. The sign of the cross, whether traced 
over the body or on the forehead, is a sign and remem-
brance of Baptism. The Use of the Means of Grace, The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s set of priorities 
for the practices of word and sacrament, says of this ges-
ture: 

These interpretive signs proclaim the gifts that are given 
in the promise of God in Baptism…The sign of the cross 
marks the Christian as united with the Crucified. 

 It is also a remembrance of the death and resurrection of 
our Lord: the center of our faith. The sign of the cross is a 
treasured part of our heritage as Lutherans, because the 
practice was encouraged and used by Martin Luther him-
self. Luther made provisions for using the sign of the 
cross on at least three occasions. 

 In Holy Baptism the text of Luther’s 1526 Order of 
Baptism called for the sign of the cross to be made 
over the candidate as a part of Baptism. "Receive the 
sign of the holy cross on both your forehead and your 
breast" (Luther’s Works 53:107). 

 At Ordination. In his order for the Ordination of 
Ministers of the Word, Luther says of the bene-
diction: "The presiding minister blesses them 
with the sign of the cross". 

 In Daily Prayer. Luther instructed his followers to 
make the sign of the cross at both the beginning 
and the end of the day as a beginning to daily 
prayers. In the Small Catechism, in the section on 
morning and evening prayers Luther says: "When 
you get out of bed, bless yourself with the holy 
cross and say ‘In the name of God, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.’ “This same 
instruction is given for bedtime. 

In current ecumenical usage, the sign of the cross 
may be made at the following times or occasions. 
The use of the word “may” is very intentional, as 
such a gesture is made freely and never by compul-
sion. 

 At Baptism: "The presiding minister marks the sign 
of the cross on the forehead of each of the baptized. 
says: "______, child of God, you have been sealed by 
the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ 
forever". 

At the invocation in orders for confession and for-
giveness in Evangelical Lutheran Worship and at the 
absolution in orders for confession and forgiveness 
both  reference the sign of the cross.  For example, 
in the sign of the cross is made as the minister says, 
"I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” or “In the name of + Je-
sus Christ, your sins are forgiven  

At the Blessing that includes the words "Father, + 
Son, and Holy Spirit" is used, and during the final 
phrase of the another benediction  The Lord bless 
you and keep you…. 

In Holy Communion, as the "Blessed is He" is sung in 
the Sanctus, and immediately before or after receiv-
ing the elements of bread and wine. 

 At the reading of the Gospel, as the words “The holy 
Gospel according to___” are said, a small cross may 
be traced with the thumb, first on the forehead, then 
lips, and finally on the breast.  

At conclusion of the Nicene Creed, when the phrase 
“and the life of the world to come" is said. Making 
the sign of the cross here is a remembrance that res-
urrected life is promised to those baptized into 
Christ. 
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Any one in our congregation is welcome to 
attend and listen in on our council meet-
ings.  The Council will be meeting on the 
second Monday for each month from 6-
7:30pm except for the months of March 
and April when we will be meeting the sec-
ond Sunday immediately after service.  If 
you would like to bring the council’s atten-
tion to an issue or idea that you would like 
to share, let Pastor Nieslen know ahead of 
time so that we can put you into our agen-
da for the next meeting.  That way you’ll 
have the floor for 5 minutes. Our council 
meetings are full of great information and a 
great way to stay on top of what is coming 
up at Faith. 

Let’s Break Bread Together Halifax River Dinner Cruise - 
Saturday, April 22, 2017, 2 P.M. 

Join us for an exciting cruise on the Halifax River On a 
paddle boat.  Price include a multiple menu choice with a 
cash bar on board at a reasonable additional cost.  Price is 
$19.95 plus taxes and fees of $5.77 for a total per person of 
$25. 72. 

There is NO Sign up Sheet!  We cannot make reservations 
for you, seats must reserved by you.  It can be done online 
at www.dineandcruise.com or by telephone at 386-402-
1353 between the hours of 10 AM and 8 PM.  Either way, 
have a credit card on hand as seats are paid for at time of 
reservation. 

The menu can be viewed on their website above along 
with sailing address, map and other pertinent information 
that you may want or need. 

So, mark the date on your calendar and reserve as soon as 
possible.  The paddle boat can seat 130 people.  An up to 
date count of remaining reservations also is shown on the 
website. 

A suggestion:  Reserve as soon as possible.  April 22 may 
be a ways off but we tried this cruise (and enjoyed) last 
November.  Only a few people could go as that particular 
cruise sold out in one week, far before our expectations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See you on board, Let’s Break 
Bread Together Ministry  - Bob 
Bebee 
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It’s 2017, the year we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Refor-
mation!  Last month, we started  “on page one” with some basics about 
the Reformation and  Martin Luther who took to task the Roman Cath-
olic Church for reconciling Christians  through indulgences instead of 
through the Grace of God. 

What happened when Martin Luther tried to take on a powerful entity 
such as the Roman Catholic Church during the 16th century?  They re-
jected him - repeatedly.  Then the emperor wanted Martin Luther dead.  
He went into hiding but still declared all but two of the seven sacraments 
as invalid (baptism and the Lord’s supper were OK) and reminded the 
Catholic Church that they were “a cult of relics.”  This controversial man 
with a point drew in people.  This is why and how Lutherans organized 
themselves into a separate church.   

A new church wasn’t what Martin Luther intended and he also faced a 
new pejorative  term just used:  Lutheran.  Opponents used that term to 
relegate “Lutherans” to followers of Martin Luther instead of Jesus 
Christ.  His supporters eventually settled on “evangelical” which paid 
homage to the gospel and set them apart from the “papal” Christians 
who probably had the Pope’s picture on their wall even back then. 

Lutherans (yes the pejorative term stuck) then got down to the business of translating the scriptures form Latin to 
German, an endeavor considered by church leaders as heresy and punishable by death.  Fortunately, German civic 
leaders were keen on having a Christian church that was German.  This work  resulted in writings referred to as 
“essential statements of Lutheranism” (now uttered proudly it can be imagined) which included the Augsburg Con-
fession  and The Book of Concord.  The latter was endorsed by 51 territorial rulers and by 35 city councils in an act 
called confessional subscription in 1580 (Martin Luther died in 1546 but his legacy was thriving). 

Documents such as the Augsburg Confession, The book of Concord  and Martin Luther’s The Freedom of a Chris-
tian told Lutherans (and the world) about Lutheran theology.  What  fundamental concepts set Lutherans apart 
from other churches in Christianity? 

 Grace through faith   Faith isn’t emotional or intellectual but relational for Lutherans.  It’s trust in God, in his 
forgiveness and salvation. 

 Law and Gospel  The law tells Lutherans what to do and the gospel tells them what Christ has done for them. 

 Means of Grace  Grace happens when the gospel is preached, one is baptized,  the Lord’s Supper is received, etc. 

 Theology of the cross   As opposed to the theology of glory - God’s in heaven and all is well, the theology of 
the cross says that God became human, came down to the broken earth, suffered and died to reconcile us to 
him. 

 Saint and Sinner  Lutherans are both.  God’s grace alone makes them saints, but sin remains even when forgiven,  

 Vocation  All Christians have a religious calling like a priest - to teach and to pray.to their neighbors.  Any work, 
however humble is a calling from God as long as it’s done in faith and for the good of  neighbors.  

 Contextual theology  It’s not enough to be a Christian, Christians must share the word and sacrament with oth-
ers, to get them to respond likewise to the promise received from God.  Invite the world!  Evangelize!  

Reference:  www.livinglutheran.org  
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Easter Lily  
Commemorations 

2017 
Bob & Alice Bebee 
In honor of our 80th Birthdays 
 
Doris Candalino 
In memory of Loved ones 
 
Heidi Cantwell 
In memory of my wonderful husband, John Cantwell 
 
Janice Cornwell 
In memory of my parents, Leland & Lucille Lineberger 
To my Sister & nephew, Frances and Johnny Withers 
In honor of my sons & daughters David & Amy Cornwell and Ken & Vicky 
Cornwell. 
 
Jean Cornwell 
In memory of John, my husband and Kristi Estelle, our daughter 
 
Paul & Nancy Dascher 
In loving memory of our departed loved ones 
 
Bob & Deborah DeGaetano 
In honor of our granddaughter, Ella, and our children, Joe & Dalila, and our 
daughter-in-law Elendea 
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Carl Kaiser 
In memory of my loved ones 
 
Don Lundquist 
In memory of Elmera Clara Lundquist, Bernie & Bill McCann, & Jean 
Macomber 
 
Dora Mallett 
In memory of loved ones 
 
Helen Martin 
To the Glory of God 
 
Christine Medrano 
In memory of loved ones 
In honor of my beautiful family 
 
Walter & Mannie Peterson 
For Richard & Warren Peterson 
 
Alfred & Cornelia Policke 
In loving memory of our parents:  Henry & Clara deVries and Alfred & Ca-
mille Policke 
 
Dorothy Pomeroy 
In memory of my husband, Roger Pomeroy 
 
Carole Shellhorse 
In memory of loved ones 
 
Sue Thurmond 
In memory of Aunt Thelma Palkovich, Sam Thurmond, Sr. & my parents 
Sidney & Mildred Melnicove. 
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Apr 8th     Christina Peterson         Apr 11th        Ella Wheeler          
Apr 9th     Joe Ann Nieb               Apr 21st      Carolyn Carey  
                 

The Second Sunday of every month is 

Faith’s Outreach Ministry will be 
continuing our partnership with 

St Barnabas to help their  

Faith at Work  

Food Pantry!  
On the second Sunday of each 
month, everyone is asked to  

bring a specific non-perishable  
food item the pantry needs.  

On April 9 

Please Bring: 

Savory 
stew 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
 

2 
Service   
9:30 am 

Worship & Music 
12:30pm 

Finance Meeting 
1:30pm 

3 
 

4 
 
Rebekah Circle @ 
Good Samaritan 

10:00am 

5 
Choir Practice 5 pm 

Soup & Bread 6:00pm 
Lenten Service & 

Discernment 6:30pm 

6 
 

7 

 

8 
 

9 
Palm Sunday Service  

9:30 am 
Bring Savory Stew! 

Council meeting right 
after service 

 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
Choir Practice 5om 

Potluck 6 pm 

13 
Maundy Thursday 

Service 6:30pm 

14 
Good Friday 

Service 6:30 pm 

15 
 

16 
Easter Sunday 

Service  
9:30 am 

 

17 
 

18 19 
Choir Practice 5pm 

Potluck 6 pm 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Let’s Break Bread River 
Cruise 2 pm  @ Halifax 

Harbor Marina 

23 
Service  
9:30 am 

Mission Sharing for 
Music 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
Choir Practice TBA 

Potluck 6 pm 

27 28 29 

30 
 

  
      

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

FELC Day 

On the third Sunday of each 
month  there will be a 

second collection for 
various needs of the 
church. The collec-
tion on this day will 

go toward: 

 

Music 
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Save the planet and help Faith Lutheran at 
the same time! Recycle your paper at Faith, 

and help raise money for your church. 
Look for the large recycling bin in the 

church parking lot, and add your paper. 
Faith receives money every time the bin 

gets emptied, so fill ‘er up! Bring your paper, 
shredded or intact, as often as you wish. The bin is open for 
drop-offs all day, every day. You can deposit all types of paper, 
even if it has staples. This is a great way to raise money for 
Faith while saving the planet! Please deposit paper only; no 
plastic, tin, or other metal. Also, please do not deposit card-
board or phone books. Thank you! 

If you belong to or know of any group 

that needs a meeting space, why not 

suggest our facilities?  It’s a 

WIN/WIN!  It can lead to new relation-

ships forming, as well as helping our 

church out a little financially.  Please 

call the office at 386-734-2791 for more 

information! Thank you! 

Schedule 
Palm Sunday April 9th 

Worship 9:30am 

Maundy Thursday April 13th 
Worship 6:30pm 

 

Good Friday April 14th 
Lay Worship Service 6:30pm 

 

 

Easter Sunday April 16th 
 Worship 9:30am 
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Bank Account Deduction: 
 Use the convenient Electronic Funds 

Transfer option and have your      
offering automatically deducted   
from your checking account. 

 Never forget your check or offering 
envelope again! 

 You choose how often and how much 
you give. 

 Add fund splits for Building, Capital, 
Lutheridge, etc. 

On The Website 
 Visit www.FaithLutheranDeLand.org. 
 Click the Make A Donation link at the 

left side of the page. 
 All major credit cards accepted. 
 Fund splits for Building, Capital,   

Lutheridge, etc. 
 Give a one-time gift, or set up       

recurring donations. 
 

With Your Smartphone 
Upload the free QR code scanner app at 

the Google Play Store. 
 Scan the QR code found on donation 

cards, bulletins, and newsletters. 
 All major credit cards accepted. 

General & Ministry Offerings includes Regular and Loose Tithe offerings, Steward-
ship, and Sunday School offerings.  

 

Capital Fund Offerings are included with Memorial and other Pass-Thru Offerings 

Average  

Attendance  

General 

Tithes  

Received 

General 

Tithes 

Needed 

Designated 

Giving 

February 

Total 

CHMS 

Contribu-

tions 

58 $6,808.22 $11,785.00 $701.54 $10,589.01 $3,062.00 

Attendance & offerings for the month of  

Month of February All of 2017 

$80.00 $180.00 

Thank you for all your support! Please re-
member that Capital Fund donations should 
be in addition to your regular tithe. We still 

need your regular tithe in order to maintain day-to-day opera-
tions.  

Thank you to these and all member 

who allotted their Thrivent Choice Dol-

lars to Faith Lutheran Church:  

Anndrea R Kulhanek,  

General Tithes Budgeted $11,785.00 

General Tithes Received $7,856.00 

Difference                -$,4,976.78 

Thanks for Giving! We need your regular tithe in order to 

maintain day-to-day operations.  

Give not from the top of your purse, but from the bottom of you heart.! 
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Intercessory prayer is one of the Christian’s most powerful tools.  By lifting up those in need, we bring them to the 
Lord for His healing hand, strength and comfort.  

 
We pray for those who are chronically ill, that God would be their daily companion and strength: 

Nina Eriksen, Kerry Sholtis, Lance Borows, Faith Eriksen, Wilma Brokaw 
 

For those who are fighting cancer, that they will know they are not alone in the battle: 
Ray Bebee, Roy Erickson, and Craig Parrillo 

 
We rejoice with those who are recovering form injury, illness, or surgery: 

Bob Bebee   
 

For those who are shut in, that they will feel the Lord’s constant presence: 
Anna Anderson, Millie Glover, Jackie Hays, Corinne Martinez, Virginia Fauble  

 
We pray for those whose needs are known only to the Lord: 

Marilyn Snow, Heather Carolyn Stevens,  Jackie Hays,  
Dorothy Caldwell 

 
We pray for the special concerns of our neighbors, our community, our nation and our world: 

Our men and women in the military, Habitat for Humanity, All people in war-torn nations, Storm victims, Rain for 
areas that need it, For our local, state and national leaders, for those in the grip of addiction to drugs and alcohol and 

for their families. 
 

Email your prayer request to prayerrequests@faithlutherandeland.org or contact Faith Eriksen at 736-1799 

The Mother’s Day Banquet is scheduled for 
Thursday, May 11 at 6PM. Ticket prices are 
$8.00 for adults, $5.00 for children 5-10 and 
free for children younger than 5. Deadline for 
ticket purchase is Sunday, May 7. See Janice 
Cornwell or Debby Boyer for tickets. 

The Associate Minister 

unveiled the church's 

new tithing campaign 

slogan last Sunday: "I 

Upped My Pledge - Up 

Yours"  
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

Sharing Christ’s love, our mission is to extend hospitality, serve our community,  
and spread the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

CHURCH OFFICE: 
509 E. Pennsylvania Ave. DeLand, 

FL  32724 
Hours: Mon. Tues.  9:00am - 5:00pm; 

Wed. 9:00am  - 1:00pm  
Phone: (386) 734-2791 

Fax: (386) 943-8758 
 

Email: 
mission@faithlutherandeland.org 

 

Website: 
faithlutherandeland.org 

facebook.com/faithlutherandeland 
 

Children’s House Montessori School: 
Administrator: Sherri Holzman 
School Phone: (386) 736-3632 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Pastor: Rev. Nielsen 

President: Dorothy Caldwell 

Vice President: Debbie Morris 

Council Secretary: Helen Martin 
Treasurer: Dora Mallett 

Financial Secretary: Debby Boyer 

CHURCH STAFF: 

Pastor: 
 Rev. Nielsen 

 

Office Manager: 
Amy Cornwell 

 

Music Director: 
Deborah DeGaetano 

 

Church Sexton: 
Bob DeGaetano 

 

Organist: 
Tiffany Demps 

 

 

Bob Bebee 

Julia Beckwith 

Janice Cornwell 

Debbie Morris 

Carol Sutton    

Sue Thurmond 

Adam Stoddard 

Christine Medrano 

Don Boyer 

Let your friends at Faith know about your business! See 
it listed here, and in the printed directory! Submit your 
business online, or get a submission form in the Com-
munication Center in the back of the Sanctuary. Call the 
office for details! 

Open Fridays 8:00am-1:00pm 

Located inside the Orange City Flea Market 

No job to small! 

Pressure Washing 

& Painting by Mike Swanto 

Guitar    Bass    Saxophone    Ukulele    Music Theory 

Bob DeGaetano 
(386) 848-3630 

Private instruction for all skill levels 

Custom Assembly & Installation 
Carpentry / Cabinets / Floors 
Fencing / Antiques & more... 

Business & Home 

Computer Repair 

David Hickman 
(386)804-9182 

24/7 Emergency Road-

side 

 

Bee Powell  (386)956-9498 
Commercial / Residential 
Investment Properties MOBILE DETAILING 

(407)914-5280 

Danielle Baker 
518-331-9676 

www.mysilpada.com/Danielle.stokely 

Silver Stones Pearls Gems Jewelry 


