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“But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave pow-
er to become children of God.”   

(John 1:12 )   

The beginning of a year; hence, the beginning of a Gospel.   
The Prologue to John’s Gospel encourages us, gives us hope.  Historians date this as 

the last Gospel chronologically. It may even be among the last additions to the Biblical canon 
to have been written. The events of Jesus’ earthly life are at least a generation past. As such, 
the Prologue stands as a nebulous, time-less statement of our basic faith. What is truth for the 
Johannine community is also truth for every Christian faith community.  

In this mysterious, dense Gospel, the Prologue quickly leads into the signs, or manifes-
tations of Jesus as the Son of God. The first of these is the wedding at Cana, when Jesus lis-
tened to his mother (smart move!) and performed the miracle of water turning into wine. 
And just like that, the ministry of our Lord propels us into the new beginnings of a new year. 
Our hope is that ’16 will be “sweet’ with the new wine of God’s glory.    

There is much speculation and uncertainty around us. That can either be unsettling or, 
thought of in a “glass-half-full” way, an opportunity for our faith to grow. It is, indeed, anoth-
er “green season” of Epiphany, which is very short this year. Fear of the unknown can be ex-
hilarating, prompting us to do crazy things like jump out of airplanes; go on scary amuse-
ment park rides; bungee jump; zip line. The promise of the Word made flesh can help us take 
on chemo and radiation; testify to our faith; stand up for a friend in court. The glorious light 
of grace and truth can illumine the darkness of addiction, seasonal affective disorder, and 
loneliness.   

We are back to normal routines and schedules. Your Church Council will be having its 
annual workshop, in which we will plan for our ministries moving forward. Please pray for 
these dedicated servant/leaders. We want to establish a “Caring Ministry”, which will expand 
on the “K.i.T. (Keeping in Touch)” ministry of visiting our homebound members. We have 
not always been very good at keeping up with everyone, especially those who are silently 
hurting in mind, body, or spirit. It is embarrassing and shameful when one of our own feels 
unattended to. As your Pastor, the blame lays at my feet. I promise to try to do better at fol-
lowing up with those who have “slipped off 
the radar”. If you want to be a part of Caring 
Ministry, it can be as simple as calling some-
one; writing a personal card, bringing fresh-
baked goods to their doorstep – you get the 
idea. Talk to me (453-9432) OR Nancy 
Dascher (747-0318).   

My prayer for you is that you daily re-
ceive and believe in the name of Jesus. He is 
the one who empowers us to be who we know 
ourselves to be – children of the Most High.   

I’ll see you in church!        
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Located in the basement of the 
 First United Methodist Church  

of DeLand 
Thanks to all who served in November! 

Great teamwork – thanks be to God! 
 

On Tuesday, December 8th, we served 85 meals and 16 carry

-outs to the hungry.  Big thanks go to the following for pre-

paring and serving Ian Harris, Sean Harris, Joe Nieb, Joe 

Ann Nieb, Jim Reedy, Ed Rosenberg, Mary Rosenberg, Pam 

Swanto and Judy Swiatosz.   Also, big thank you to all the 

Women of Faith for your loving gifts of “gently used” purses, 

hygiene, and cosmetic items. The women who came to eat 

were doubly blessed!  

 

We serve on the second Tuesday of each month. This is a 

great opportunity for a group, club, or family to serve the 

community. There is no financial commitment necessary; 

simply a gift of time and service. The entrees for these meals 

are provided, but salads, side dishes, and desserts are al-

ways appreciated. 

 
 

Our next turn is  

Tuesday, January 12th at 5:00pm.   
If you would like to serve, please call  

Debbie Wuertz at 453-9420. 

 
 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 
 

There are no Council Highlights for January! 
 

Next meeting will be January 11th, 2016  

I.  PURPOSE:  To provide opportunities for our members to bond 
into small, family-like groups for Bible study and devotion, 
service and fellowship. 

II.     BACKGROUND 
  A.  Small ministry groups are as old as the church itself, 
       and may actually outlive the church in its  
       congregational format.  
   B.  More ministry occurs away from church on Sundays. 
   C.  Small group ministry is about cultivating relation
        ships, making disciples, and equipping them for                           
        ministry.  As we train leaders, and those leaders 
       train apprentice leaders, the process grows  
        exponentially. 
III.    GOALS 
  A,  Study God’s Word in order to live it out and  
        penetrate a dark world with the light of Jesus Christ. 
 
  B.  Share deep concerns and pray for one another. 
  C.  Serve our community (part of our church mission 
        statement). 
  D.  To reach out to, and invite, our lapsed members into 
        group fellowship.  
IV.   QUESTIONS 
   A.  Who in our church can and should be reached by 
          Small Group Ministry? 
   B.  What kinds of groups will we have? 
   C.  Who will lead these groups?   
   D.  What will we do once a group reaches 10-12  
          members? 
   E.  Who will oversee this ministry? 
   F.  How often will groups meet?  How will they be  
         accountable to the congregation? 
V.   GETTING STARTED 
   A.  New members sample and stay in small groups for 
         the same reason that they are drawn to a particular 
        church:  they are invited by people they already 
        know and trust. 
   B.  Fellowship Breakfast, Saturday, January 9th, 8:30 – 
         Invite potential Small Group Leaders   
    C.  Temple Talks (2-4)  

On the third Sunday of each month  
there will be a second col-

lection for various 
needs of the church. 
The collection today 
will go toward: 

Florida-
Bahamas Synod. 

COMMUNION BREAD 
 

We are continuing to ask for people to provide the 
bread for Holy Communion.  If you would like 
the recipe, ask Ruth Erickson (734-9697) or 
Dorothy Caldwell (216-4014).  This is an 
excellent way to give and help save on 

purchasing wafers.  Thank you! 
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5:00 

Jan 1st  Alice Gomboz             Jan 25th     Justin Folsom  
Jan 7th  Gary Cornwell           Jan 26th      Brianna Kaufman  
Jan 10th   Lori Folsom             Jan 28th     Debra Morris      
Jan 10th   Ruth Niederstrasse   Jan 30th      Liam Hathaway        
Jan 22nd   Michael Swanto           

On the third Sunday of each month 
there will be a second collection for 

various needs of the church. The col-
lection on January 17th will go 
toward Florida Bahamas Synod. 

The Second Sunday of every month is 

Faith’s Outreach Ministry will be 
continuing our partnership with 

St Barnabas to help their  

Faith at Work  

Food Pantry!  
On the second Sunday of each 
month, everyone is asked to  

bring a specific non-perishable  
food item the pantry needs.  

On January 10th 

Please Bring: 

Savory 
Stew 

     1 
 

2 
 

3 
Blended 

Service 9:30 am 
Take down tree 

4 
Finance 5:30pm 

CROP Walk Mtg 
6:00pm 

Boy Scout Mtg 
6:30pm 

Worship & Music 
& 7:00pm 

5 
Rebekah Circle @ 
Good Samaritan 

10am 

6 
Godly Play 3:15 
Choir 5:00 pm 
Potluck 6:00pm 

Epiphany Feast of 
Lights Service 

6:30pm 
 

7 
 

8 9 
Fellowship Breakfast  

Small Group Ministry  
Invitation 
8:30am 

10 
Blended 

Service 9:30 am 
Second Sunday 
Sharing Bring 
Savory Stew! 

11 
Council Mtg 

7:00pm 

12 13  
Godly Play 3:15 
Choir 5:00 pm 
Potluck 6:00pm 

 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
Winterfest & Chili 

Cook-off 
10a—2p 

@ Good Samaritan 
 

17  
Blended 

Service 9:30 am 
Mission Sunday  

18 

 

19 20  
Godly Play 3:15 
Choir 5:00 pm 
Potluck 6:00pm 

 

21 
 

22 23 

 

24  
Service 9:30 am 

 
 

25 
 

26 27 
Godly Play 3:15 
Choir 5:00 pm 
Potluck 6:00pm 

 
 

28 
 

29 30 
 

31 
Service 9:30 am 

 
 

       

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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If you belong to or know of any group that needs a 

meeting space, why not suggest our facilities?  It’s 

a WIN/WIN!  It can lead to new relationships form-

ing, as well as helping our church out a little finan-

cially.  Please call the office at 386-734-2791 for 

more information! Thank you! 

The Janu-
ary Sanctu-
ary Candle 
is given by 

Hazel Bryn-
gelson in 

memory of 
her husband 

Ed.  

Check the pew pocket for details! 

On February 13th there will be a 
class on running the video for our 
Sunday services.  The class will be 
at the fellowship breakfast around 

9:00am or 9:15pm. 

See the full Prayer Chain, read the Scripture of the Day and 
more at  

www.FaithLutheranDeland.org! 

Faith Lutheran is on Facebook!  Find us at: 
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Bank Account Deduction: 
 Use the convenient Electronic Funds 

Transfer option and have your      
offering automatically deducted   
from your checking account. 

 Never forget your check or offering 
envelope again! 

 You choose how often and how much 
you give. 

 Add fund splits for Building, Capital, 
Lutheridge, etc. 

On The Website 
 Visit www.FaithLutheranDeLand.org. 
 Click the Make A Donation link at the 

left side of the page. 
 All major credit cards accepted. 
 Fund splits for Building, Capital,   

Lutheridge, etc. 
 Give a one-time gift, or set up       

recurring donations. 
 

With Your Smartphone 
Upload the free QR code scanner app at 

the Google Play Store. 
 Scan the QR code found on donation 

cards, bulletins, and newsletters. 
 All major credit cards accepted. 

General & Ministry Offerings includes Regular and Loose Tithe offerings, Steward-
ship, and Sunday School offerings.  

 

Capital Fund Offerings are included with Memorial and other Pass-Thru Offerings 

Average  

Attendance  

General 

Tithes  

Received 

General 

Tithes 

Needed 

Designated 

Giving 

December 

Total 

76 $10,783.00 $12,508.00 $2,054.96 $15,899.96 

Attendance & offerings for the month of  

Month of December All of 2015 

$48.00 $14,220.41 

Thank you for all your support! Please re-
member that Capital Fund donations should 
be in addition to your regular tithe. We still 

need your regular tithe in order to maintain day-to-day opera-
tions.  

Thank you to these and all member who allot-
ted their Thrivent Choice Dollars to faith Luther-
an Church FELC in October: Deborah Boyer & 

Dolores Schmid.    

Average: N/A Total Monthly Offerings $15,899.96 

7 By Comparison:  On this month in 2014 

Weekly Average Attendance: 94 Total Monthly Offerings:  $17,614.90 

General Tithes Budgeted $12,508.00 

General Tithes Received $10,783.00 

Difference  -$1,725.00 

Thanks for Giving! We need your regular tithe in order to 

maintain day-to-day operations.  
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Intercessory prayer is one of the Christian’s most powerful tools.  By lifting up those in need, we bring them to the 
Lord for His healing hand, strength and comfort.  

 
We pray for those who are chronically ill, that God would be their daily companion and strength: 

Laura Coe, Richard Hoel, Nina Eriksen, Linda Feiler, Lloyd Zeller, Kerry Sholtis, Lance Borows, Faith Eriksen 
 

For those who are fighting cancer, that they will know they are not alone in the battle: 
Austin Carey, Ray Bebee, Janet Persell, Peter Vrionides, Curt Doroban, Bob Jordan, Alfred Mueller, Isabelle Lee Pritch-

ett, Emily Snyder, Suzie Farris, Judy, Cathy, Mark Creel 
 

We rejoice with those who are recovering form injury, illness, or surgery: 
Nina Eriksen, Scott Ridolph, Christopher Menza 

 
For those who are shut in, that they will feel the Lord’s constant presence: 

Lucille Eaton (FLHC), Jerry Kimmel, Millie Glover 
 

We pray for those whose needs are known only to the Lord: 
Karin Goranson, Cathy Buchner, Marilyn Snow, Heather Kinney, Preston Kinney, Carolyn Stevens,  Jackie Hays, Dor-

othy Caldwell, Scarlet Valdez 
 

We pray for the special concerns of our neighbors, our community, our nation and our world: 
Our men and women in the military, Habitat for Humanity, All people in war-torn nations, Storm victims, Rain for 
areas that need it, For our local, state and national leaders, for those in the grip of addiction to drugs and alcohol and 

for their families. 
 

Email you prayer request to prayerrequests@faithlutherandeland.org or contact Faith Eriksen at 736-1799 



8 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

Sharing Christ’s love, our mission is to extend hospitality, serve our community,  
and spread the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

CHURCH OFFICE: 
509 E. Pennsylvania Ave. DeLand, 

FL  32724 
Hours: Mon. Wed.  9:00am - 5:00pm; 

Fri 9:00am - 1:00pm 
Phone: (386) 734-2791 

Fax: (386) 943-8758 
 

Email: 
mission@faithlutherandeland.org 

 

Website: 
faithlutherandeland.org 

facebook.com/faithlutherandeland 
 

Children’s House Montessori School: 
Administrator: Sherri Holzman 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Pastor: Rev. Arthur Wuertz 

President: Don Boyer 

Vice President: Bob Bebee 

Council Secretary: Helen Martin 
Treasurer: Dora Mallett 

Financial Secretary: Debby Boyer 

CHURCH STAFF: 

Pastor: 
The Rev. Arthur Wuertz 

 

Office Manager: 
Amy Cornwell 

 

Music Director: 
Deborah DeGaetano 

 

Church Sexton: 
Bob DeGaetano 

 

Organist: 
Tiffany Demps 

 

Nursery Attendant: 
Ruth Erickson 

Bob Bebee 

Julia Beckwith 

Dorothy Caldwell 

Janice Cornwell 

Debbie Morris 

Carol Sutton    

Sue Thurmond 

Adam Stoddard 

Christine Medrano 

Let your friends at Faith know about your business! See 
it listed here, and in the printed directory! Submit your 
business online, or get a submission form in the Com-
munication Center in the back of the Sanctuary. Call the 
office for details! 

Open Fridays 8:00am-1:00pm 

Located inside the Orange City Flea Market 

No job to small! 

Pressure Washing 

& Painting by Mike Swanto 

Guitar    Bass    Saxophone    Ukulele    Music Theory 

Bob DeGaetano 
(386) 848-3630 

Private instruction for all skill levels 

Carpentry / Cabinets / Floors 

Custom Assembly & Installation 

Business & Home 

Computer Repair 

David Hickman 
(386)804-9182 

24/7 Emergency Road-

side 

 

Bee Powell  (386)956-9498 
 

Commercial / Residential 

Jennifer Graesart 

MOBILE DETAILING 

(407)914-5280 

Amy Wuertz 
386-589-4579 

amywuertz@gmail.com 

Weddings, family and “get-to-gether” Pictures 

Danielle Baker 
518-331-9676 

www.mysilpada.com/Danielle.stokely 

Silver Stones Pearls Gems Jewelry 


