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Introducing Pastor Howard Nielsen 
 

Since moving to Florida following my retirement from full time parish ministry 
in 1998, I have served as a part-time Interim Transitional Pastor for congregations in 
Orange City, Orlando, Lakeland, Port Richey, Weeki Wachee, Groveland, Tampa, 
and most recently, Ocala.  I have also served congregations on a short term basis in 
Winter Park, Sanford, Longwood, Leesburg, Mount Dora and Avon Park. 

 
My wife of 56 years, Janet, and I have five children and eight grandchildren.  

Together with our youngest daughter Marci, who has downs Syndrome, we live in 
Celebration, Florida.  Our oldest daughter Rita and family live in Hobe Sound, FL.  
Daughter Jena and family live in Clermont, FL.  Son Paul and his wife live in Gold-
en, Colorado and our daughter Kristin and family live in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  
Kristin is Assistant to the Bishop of the Milwaukee Synod and previously served mul-
ti-cultural congregations in Milwaukee.  Her husband Mark is also a pastor who is a 
prison ministry chaplain. 

 
I was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota but grew up in Pasadena, California 

where I studied engineering.  I was employed as an electrical and mechanical drafts-
man mainly in Research and Development working on several state-of-the-art mili-
tary and civilian projects. 

 
I served in the Army from 1958-1960 including six months teaching drafting to 

Iranian soldiers in Tehran, Iran.  It was in 
Iran that I met my wife to be, a short-
term Presbyterian missionary from Ohio 
teaching in The community High school 
in Tehran.  Our separate travels in the 
Amy and on mission assignment included 
England, Germany, Israel, Lebanon, Italy, 
Greece and Egypt.  We were married upon 
returning to the States on September 9, 
1960. 
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Responding to the Call to enter the ministry, I switched majors and finished 
college and earned a degree from St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minnesota in 1962.  I 
entered seminary and graduated cum laude from Pacific Lutheran Theological Semi-
nary, Berkeley, California in 1967.  During my seminary years I worked part time as 
an engineering draftsman for Bay area companies including one that designed com-
puters for the Apollo space program. 

 
For 31 years I served parishes in Wisconsin, Illinois, and Michigan.  I was Sen-

ior Pastor of St. Martins Lutheran Church in Marine City, Michigan for 23 years 
with a staff that included an associate Pastor, music director, and several volunteers.  
While in Marine City I participated in improving ecumenical relations between local 
congregations as well as developing in international parish exchange program with a 
pastor in Germany.  With a neighboring ELCA pastor we organized the first husband
-wife internship program in the ELCA.  Over the years I partnered with Trinity Semi-
nary in supervising seven seminary interns who went on to be pastors in the ELCA; 
several have served as assistants to Synod Bishops.  We keep contact with them and 
enjoy hearing about their ministries. 

 
During my parish ministry, my wife and I led congregational trips to Germany, 

Australia, and New Zealand and participated in an Augsburg college seminar in Gua-
temala and Nicaragua.  Our personal travels include Europe especially the Scandina-
vian countries where we have family and friends, and, of course, Canada where we 
love to camp on the shores of Lake Superior.  

  
Because of our interest in better relations between the peoples of the world we 

have hosted several exchange students over the years.  We have visited many of them 
in their home countries and almost every year one of them and their families come to 
visit us.  We are especially close to our Danish daughter and family.   

 
My wife Janet taught Special Education students for years in Michigan and for 

five years here in Florida.  She is retired now and enjoys sewing, gardening, and col-
lecting nineteenth century stamps and Madame Alexander dolls.  She also keeps busy 
hosting the many folks who come to visit us from near and far. 

 
In the early 1990’s I was a ministry consultant to the Disney development 

Company as they planned the new town of Celebration.  With support from the 
ELCA, I chaired for two years an ecumenical taskforce that made recommendations 
to Disney on how congregations are started in a new community.  Disney asked the 
probing question, “How does the presence of a congregation help build community?”  
I have, in turn, asked the members of every congregation I have served the same 
question, as it is important to think about how we relate to the community in which 
we live.  A few years ago I led a class at the Celebration campus of Stetson University 
on “Building Community.”     continued on page 5 
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Jan 1st      Alice Gomboz           Jan 25th        Justin Folsom        
Jan 7th     Gary Cornwell           Jan 26th       Brianna Kaufman   
Jan 10th    Lori Folsom              Jan 28th       Debra Morris                 
Jan 22nd   Michael Swanto                              

The Second Sunday of every month is 

Faith’s Outreach Ministry will be 
continuing our partnership with 

St Barnabas to help their  

Faith at Work  

Food Pantry!  
On the second Sunday of each 
month, everyone is asked to  

bring a specific non-perishable  
food item the pantry needs.  

On January 8 

Please Bring: 

 

1 
Welcome  

Pastor Nielsen! 

2 
Finance Meeting 

5:30pm 
Worship & Mu sic 

7:00pm 

3 
Rebekah Circle @ 
Good Samaritan 

10:00am 

4 
Choir Practice 5pm 

Potluck 6pm 
 

5 6 
 

7 
 

8 
Service   
9:30 am 

Bring Tasty Tuna! 
Tree Take Down is  

Today at noon! 
 

9 
 

10 
 

End of Year  
Reports are due 

11 
Choir Practice 5pm 

Potluck 6pm 
 

12 
 

13 

 

14 
Council  

Leadership  
Workshop 

15 
Service  
9:30 am 

Mission Sharing for FL-
Bahamas Synod 

Council  
Leadership  
Workshop 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Choir Practice 5pm 

Potluck 6pm 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Service  
9:30 am 

 

23 
 

24 25 
Choir Practice 5pm 

Potluck 6pm 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
Service  
9:30 am 

Together in Mission 
 

30 
 

31 30 
Choir Practice 5pm 

Potluck 6:00pm 

   

 
 

  
      

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

FELC Day 

On the third Sunday of each 
month  there will be a 

second collection for 
various needs of the 
church. The collec-
tion on this day will 

go toward: 

 

FL-Bahamas Synod 
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Check the pew pocket for details! 

See the full Prayer Chain, read the Scripture of the Day and 
more at  

www.FaithLutheranDeland.org! 

Faith Lutheran is on Facebook!  Find us at: 

Continued from page 3 
For the past 16½ years I have enjoyed working two days a week as a Research 

Specialist at Walt Disney World interviewing guests.  I get to meet and talk to people 
from all over the world.  As a Disney cast member I also sing in the Candlelight pro-
cessional at Epcot each Christmas season.  This is my 16th year in the cast choir.  I 
sang with the “Sing live” choral group a few years back performing at the Bob Carr 
Theater and was part of the Encore Choir production of an American Revival at Dis-
ney’s Hollywood Studios.  I also officiate at weddings at Walt Disney World and 
have led Christmas and Easter services for resort guests at Disney’s Contemporary 
Resort. 

 
In response to requests from my children, I have written about my life experi-

ences over the past 81 years.  It has been amazing to reflect on the path God set be-
fore me and how each experience, be it good or bad, prepared me for what was to 
some next. 

 
In 2004 we built an octagonal building on our property we call the Craft 

House.  It also serves as a guest house when family and friends come to visit. Our 
home has been on the Celebrations Holiday Home Tour twice mainly because of our 
unique two story craft house (it’s the only one of its kind in Celebration) and Jan’s 
beautiful garden.  Come on down for a visit and we’ll give you a tour. 

 
I look forward to meeting each of you and partnering with you as you move 

forward in ministry. 
 
Your servant in Christ…. 
 
 
Pastor Howard F. Nielsen  howard.nielsen.family@gmail.com 
208 Norfolk Place   407-566-0392 (home) 
Celebration, FL 34747   321-689-9160 (cell) 
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Bank Account Deduction: 
 Use the convenient Electronic Funds 

Transfer option and have your      
offering automatically deducted   
from your checking account. 

 Never forget your check or offering 
envelope again! 

 You choose how often and how much 
you give. 

 Add fund splits for Building, Capital, 
Lutheridge, etc. 

On The Website 
 Visit www.FaithLutheranDeLand.org. 
 Click the Make A Donation link at the 

left side of the page. 
 All major credit cards accepted. 
 Fund splits for Building, Capital,   

Lutheridge, etc. 
 Give a one-time gift, or set up       

recurring donations. 
 

With Your Smartphone 
Upload the free QR code scanner app at 

the Google Play Store. 
 Scan the QR code found on donation 

cards, bulletins, and newsletters. 
 All major credit cards accepted. 

General & Ministry Offerings includes Regular and Loose Tithe offerings, Steward-
ship, and Sunday School offerings.  

 

Capital Fund Offerings are included with Memorial and other Pass-Thru Offerings 

Average  

Attendance  

General 

Tithes  

Received 

General 

Tithes 

Needed 

Designated 

Giving 

August 

Total 

CHMS 

Contribu-

tions 

60 $10,617.71 $11,785.00 $1023.00 $14,702.71 $3,062.00 

Attendance & offerings for the month of  

Month of December All of 2016 

$0.00 $30.00 

Thank you for all your support! Please re-
member that Capital Fund donations should 
be in addition to your regular tithe. We still 

need your regular tithe in order to maintain day-to-day opera-
tions.  

Thank you to these and all mem-

ber who allotted their Thrivent 

Choice Dollars to faith Lutheran 

Church: Pam Swanto 

General Tithes Budgeted $11,785.00 

General Tithes Received $10,617.71 

Difference                -$1167.29 

Thanks for Giving! We need your regular tithe in order to 

maintain day-to-day operations.  

Give not from the top of your purse, but from the bottom of you heart.! 
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Intercessory prayer is one of the Christian’s most powerful tools.  By lifting up those in need, we bring them to the 
Lord for His healing hand, strength and comfort.  

 
We pray for those who are chronically ill, that God would be their daily companion and strength: 

Laura Coe, Hazel Bryngelson, Nina Eriksen, Linda Feiler, Lloyd Zeller, Kerry Sholtis, Lance Borows, Faith Eriksen 
 

For those who are fighting cancer, that they will know they are not alone in the battle: 
Ray Bebee, Curt Doroban, Bob Jordan, Alfred Mueller, Isabelle Lee Pritchett, Emily Snyder, Suzie Farris, and Craig 

Parrillo 
 

We rejoice with those who are recovering form injury, illness, or surgery: 
Nina Eriksen,  Anna Anderson,   

 
For those who are shut in, that they will feel the Lord’s constant presence: 

Lucille Eaton (FLHC), Millie Glover, Virginia Fauble  
 

We pray for those whose needs are known only to the Lord: 
Cathy Buchner, Marilyn Snow, Heather Kinney, Preston Kinney, Carolyn Stevens,  Jackie Hays,  

Cathy, Dorothy Caldwell, Scarlet Valdez 
 

We pray for the special concerns of our neighbors, our community, our nation and our world: 
Our men and women in the military, Habitat for Humanity, All people in war-torn nations, Storm victims, Rain for 
areas that need it, For our local, state and national leaders, for those in the grip of addiction to drugs and alcohol and 

for their families. 
 

Email your prayer request to prayerrequests@faithlutherandeland.org or contact Faith Eriksen at 736-1799 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

Sharing Christ’s love, our mission is to extend hospitality, serve our community,  
and spread the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

CHURCH OFFICE: 
509 E. Pennsylvania Ave. DeLand, 

FL  32724 
Hours: Mon. Tues.  9:00am - 5:00pm; 

Wed. 9:00am  - 1:00pm  
Phone: (386) 734-2791 

Fax: (386) 943-8758 
 

Email: 
mission@faithlutherandeland.org 

 

Website: 
faithlutherandeland.org 

facebook.com/faithlutherandeland 
 

Children’s House Montessori School: 
Administrator: Sherri Holzman 
School Phone: (386) 736-3632 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Pastor: Rev. Nielsen 

President: Dorothy Caldwell 

Vice President: Debbie Morris 

Council Secretary: Helen Martin 
Treasurer: Dora Mallett 

Financial Secretary: Debby Boyer 

CHURCH STAFF: 

Pastor: 
 Rev. Nielsen 

 

Office Manager: 
Amy Cornwell 

 

Music Director: 
Deborah DeGaetano 

 

Church Sexton: 
Bob DeGaetano 

 

Organist: 
Tiffany Demps 

 

 

Bob Bebee 

Julia Beckwith 

Janice Cornwell 

Debbie Morris 

Carol Sutton    

Sue Thurmond 

Adam Stoddard 

Christine Medrano 

Don Boyer 

Let your friends at Faith know about your business! See 
it listed here, and in the printed directory! Submit your 
business online, or get a submission form in the Com-
munication Center in the back of the Sanctuary. Call the 
office for details! 

Open Fridays 8:00am-1:00pm 

Located inside the Orange City Flea Market 

No job to small! 

Pressure Washing 

& Painting by Mike Swanto 

Guitar    Bass    Saxophone    Ukulele    Music Theory 

Bob DeGaetano 
(386) 848-3630 

Private instruction for all skill levels 

Custom Assembly & Installation 
Carpentry / Cabinets / Floors 
Fencing / Antiques & more... 

Business & Home 

Computer Repair 

David Hickman 
(386)804-9182 

24/7 Emergency Road-

side 

 

Bee Powell  (386)956-9498 
Commercial / Residential 
Investment Properties MOBILE DETAILING 

(407)914-5280 

Amy Wuertz 
386-589-4579 

amywuertz@gmail.com 

Weddings, family and “get-to-gether” Pictures 

Danielle Baker 
518-331-9676 

www.mysilpada.com/Danielle.stokely 

Silver Stones Pearls Gems Jewelry 


